[Heart, diabetes and glitazones].
Beneficial metabolic effects of rosiglitazone are now well established and its adverse events, generally minor or mild well known too. Following a brief review of these metabolic effects and main adverse events, we mainly describe fluid retention (and edema) and the heart failure risk, their risk factors, clinical and diagnosis characteristics, possible pathophysiological mechanisms and the main preventive measures are reviewed. Numerous experimental data and/or preliminary studies in type 2 diabetic patients, including effects on cardiovascular risk factors or markers, justify to conduct a large prospective long term clinical program to assess rosiglitazone effects on cardiovascular morbidity and mortality in type 2 diabetic patients at high cardiovascular risk, these studies are briefly described.